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File Upload in PHP and MySQL 

Introduction 

A great approach to share files with others is through the website's file upload tool. Anyone with an 

internet connection can access it, and it is easy to use. You can share files that you upload from your 

computer to the internet with other users thanks to this feature. Additionally, you can control who is 

permitted to access and download the file. It is simple to use and a terrific way to exchange files with 

others. 

This tutorial will teach you the basics of how to upload a file using the PHP programming language. You 

will learn how to select a file from your computer, how to upload the file using PHP, and how to save the 

uploaded file into the database. 

Let’s get started with the development. 

Objectives 

By the end of this tutorial, you will be able to: 

1. Make a PHP script that links to a MySQL database so that user or site visitor can upload files 

from their computer and have them stored in the server’s folder and database 

2. Use move_uploaded_file() function to transfer files from local computer to the server’s upload 

directory. 

3. To integrate and apply the source code in your projects. 

Source code explanation 

You must have a fundamental understanding of both PHP and MySQL in order to develop a tutorial on 

how to upload files. You also need access to a server that can run MySQL and PHP. Once you have these 

things, you can create your tutorial by following the instructions below. 

 XAMPP 

 Text editor (VS Code, Sublime, Brackets), download and install a text editor of your choice 

The image below displays the folder and file components of the project. 
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assets – this includes the bootstrap files such as bootstrap.css, js files and others. 

uploadFile – this is the directory where the uploaded files will be stored. 

file_upload.sql – this is the database of our project. 

index.php – this is the file where the PHP scripts for this tutorial are written. 

1.  We need first to create our database. The statement below is the CREATE TABLE sql statement. 

CREATE TABLE `file` ( 
  `id` int(11) NOT NULL, 
  `filename` varchar(100) NOT NULL 
) ENGINE=InnoDB DEFAULT CHARSET=utf8mb4; 
 

Another method is to upload the file_upload.sql into your PHPMyAdmin. The name of the database 

would be file_upload and it has one table (file). 

2. The next thing is to create a form in that will allow the user to select a file from their computer 

and submit it or upload it on the server. 

 

Line 37-52 – this is the scope of our front-end part that includes the form that will allow us to upload the 

selected file to the server. 

Line 42 – this is the line that will give us the message if the file was uploaded successfully. 

Line 45-48 – this is the form for uploading the files, The <input type="file"> defines a file-select field and 

a "Browse" button for file uploads. The form also includes a submit button that will pass the values 

captured to the PHP script for processing. 

3. We will now create the script that will process the captured information in the form. 
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Line 1-24 – this is the scope of the PHP script that will connect to the database, process the uploading 

process and store the records on the database. 

Line 7 – we have created a variable that will hold the filename of the selected file to be upload on the 

server. 

Line 9 – we wil set the directory where the files will be uploaded. 

Line 11 – this the connection string that allows PHP to connect to MySQL server. It is where we specify 

the database we want to connect. As mentioned, we will connect to the database we have created 

earlier and it is the file_upload database. 

Line 13 – this is the INSERT INTO sql command. We wil store the filename of the uploaded file in the 

database table. The name of the database table is file and the column that will hold the filename of the 

file is filename. 

Line 16 -  we will now use the move_uploaded_file() function. 
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The move_uploaded_file(file, dest) function moves an uploaded file to a new destination. 

The said function has two parameters: 

 file – specifies the filename of the file uploaded. 

 dest – the location where the file will be transferred. 

Output 

 

Complete Source code 

Summary 

Users can upload files to a server using a technique known as a file upload system. Images, videos, 

documents, and other file kinds can all be stored via this method. The file upload mechanism can be 

utilized to store data for backup purposes or to exchange files with other users. People can exchange 

files online with other users using the file upload feature as well. Users can exchange files offline with 

other users using the file upload system. Users can exchange files with other users in a number of ways 

by using the file upload system. 

In this tutorial, we have presented and explained the steps on how to create a simple file upload in PHP 

and MySQL. Relevant source code of the project was also discussed in detail. In addition, you can 

download the PDF tutorial and you can watch the video demo and presentation on our YouTube 

Channel 

We hope you found this tutorial to be helpful! Wishing you the best of luck with your projects! Happy 

Coding! 

 


