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Compute Age in PHP Free Source code and Tutorial 

Introduction 

This article will focus on creating a PHP script that will compute the age based on the date of birth. We 

will provide the source code as well as the explanation of the script. Let’s get started with the very 

simple and short coding session. 

Objectives 

By the end of this tutorial, you will be able to: 

1. Create a front-end form in Bootstrap that allows the user to enter or select the date of birth.  

2. To create a PHP script that process the user input and compute the age. 

3. To integrate and apply the source code in your projects. 

Relevant Source code 

Requirements 

 XAMPP 

 Text editor (VS Code, Sublime, Brackets), download and install a text editor of your choice 

1. Let us start first by create a function in PHP that will compute the age. 

 

Line 19-29 – this is the scope of the function. The name of our function is getAge with one parameter. 

Line 21 – we have created a variable $bday that will hold your date of birth info. 

Line 22 – the variable $today is to hold the current date value. 
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diff() function is an inbuilt function in PHP which is used to return the difference between two given 

DateTime objects. 

This function will compute the age of the person based on the birthdate selected using the date picker. 

2. We will next create the Form that includes the date picker and button. 

 

Line 30-36 – this is the form used to capture the user input and submit it to the server for processing. It 

includes two components; a date picker and a submit button. The date selected will be submitted to the 

function that we have created in step 1 for processing. 

3. The last step is to create a PHP script that will call our function and display the age of the person 

based on the selected date in the form. 

 

Summary 

PHP has a built-in function called diff() that can be used to calculate the age of a person. The function 

takes two parameters: the first is the date of birth, and the second is the current date. The function 

returns the age in years. To use the function, you first need to convert the dates into a format that PHP 

can understand. In this tutorial, we have learned how to create a function, create a form that accepts 

input and lastly is to call the function and display the age. 

We hope you found this tutorial to be helpful! Wishing you the best of luck with your projects! Happy 

Coding! 

 


